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fhank you , cry much. I nm delighted tu be here \\ ith al I of you 11.1~ the kic~off of this 
l..irs Millcnmum PmJcCt. .\fany pel1pk have been acknowledged, nnd I will n_1ent1on a number 

of )OU m my remarks, Uut I nm pkascd 1h11t wc an.: joi111:J by two members ol Congre~s as 
,,ell Rcprcsen1a11,·c Tim Romer und Rcprcsenta1ivc John Larson. Because this truly 1s an 
ffort to bring togctlll'r the A111cric.111 co111111unity on behalf or the Millennium theme: "Honor the 

past nnJ unaginc the future." And there's nothing thut entices chil<ln:11 and adults as much as the 
i<le:1 of 'J)Jl't' tr.1,·cl anJ cok)IJization with respect to imagining the l'utme. 

I want 10 recognize a group of students who were with Donna Shirley and me just a little 
,,hilc ago fro111 thc Anne Beers Elc111enlary School here in Washington, I can't see anybody out 
there, but I know they're out then.:, I \\ ish all or you could have been with us, because they asked 
\\Omkrful qu1:stions that Donna ~111S\\Cred absolutely beautifully and extrcmely clearly. And 
they also gave me a book of some of the preliminary work they have done about whut kind of 
community they would want to build on Mars and the kinds or requirements that would have to 
clnvc that effon. Starting nc.,t school year. stu<lents from all over the country will be able to take 
off on their ownjoumcys of imagination to Mars, They will imagine that it is the year 2030 and 
that they urc ont.: of the lirst I 00 human beings arriving on Mars, Their challenge will be to look 
at their own communities and use the lessons teamed there to create on Mars the kind of place 
they'd like lo live in. 

Now perhaps thcy'II imagine and design a place where all of tht.: dreams we have here in 
our country will actually be part of the fabric of their communities, That. for exampk, they'll 
have 100 per:cent voter participation. They might imagine voting is a birthright so literally. it 
start~ fron~ h1r1h. Or a pla~c where you can breathe the air and <lrink the water, ewn though 
they re going to be l'.P a~a111st some very difficult conditions to make that possible. Cl:rtainly 
~hey can dream_ that 11 w1!l b1.: a place where all children get a good education and where evcrvonc 
in the c_ommun11y can enJoy and participate in the creative process music and painting and ;rt 
of all k1mls. 

in th Now ~l.1is pr:ojc:t that will enable all of these young people around our country to engage 
the 
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11 1Y ,anl\mg Donna Simley. I want Ill th•mk her for 
c1 m rol uct1l111 But mnr, ti . II 't I . , 
\ • . . c i,m 1

•
1 want to thank her lor rcprescntirw thut inl'rcdihlc 1 mcnc,111 sp1n1 th11t doesn't k , I· .• ... I 0 

for hel11i111.1 . 1· _no\\ ),1n 1cr s, I iat o\'crcomcs them ,, hen they urc confronted· and 
,:, our na ion ,111tl 111d 'C I ti , ~ • 11 • 

she·~ done it by sl1111cri11g ti;' t <. ~~. c1111rc \\llr l unlock the mysteries behind Mars. And 
, cg nss cc1 mg every step of the way. I um delighted that she has 
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2:00 pm 

2:05 pm 

2:10 pm 

Ms. Shirley opens with 11 few 111i1111tcs of background 011 her involvement 
with 1hc Mars ExplonH10n Progrum und then turns to YOU lo begin the 
discussion. The disc11ssio11 will replicate, lo a degree, the kinds of 
discussions that teams of students will be having while participating 111 the 

project 

Questions may include: 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Who wants lo go to Mars? 
\,\'hat would you expect ii to be like on Mars? 
Given what you've learned about Mars, what would it be like lo 
play sports or dance on Mars? (Mars has 3/8 the gravity Earth has. 
Mars has a little over twice the gravity of (he Moon.) 
What would your community look like? (They will show their 
pictures.) 
What kinds of arts would you want to take with you to Mars? 
How would the group govern itself? 

(They have prepared artwork with their images of what their community 
on Mars will look like. They will want to show you some of the pictures.) 

Ms. Shirley closes the discussion and escorts YOU back out the way YOU 
entered to hold. The other principals hold in the discussion room. 

YOU proceed to Einstein Planetarium with other program participants. 

YOU enter Planetarium with program participants unannounced. 
YOU will sit to the right of the stage as YOU approach it in the first sea( 
from the aisle in the front row. Secretary Riley will be next to YOU. 

Secretary 1 leyman proceeds directly to the podium and invites audience to 
"go to Mars." The house lights dim and projections of Mars fill the dome 
for about one minute. 

House lights return to half power and a spot light shines on all remaining 
speakers. 

Secretary I lcyman makes welcoming remarks and introduces Secretary 
Riley. 

Secretary Riley makes hricCremarks and introduces Mr. Gold111 . 

Mr. Ooldin make:-; brier remarks und mtrnduccs Chairman Ivey. 



What shall we bring to the future so that our children will know 
that we were thinking of them at this memorable time? 

President Bill Clinton 



,' , , I ti. t there was a civili;,ation on Mars desperately 
I 90➔ -- Pcn:ivilk Lowell hc.wa~ com in1,;1:(

1
.1• 

1
" " al, lo bring the water from the polar caps 

• If r xt111ctIon by but uIng C,I11, s . 
trying to save 1tsc rom e: . , ,,··is that the lanet was drying up, losing water, and this 
down to th: ~q.uat~r. The mt~rcncc '., 't If bypbringing water through the canals to the equator 
ad\·anced c1v1ltzat1on \\ilS trymg 10 saH: 1 se . 
where the sunlight is more direct (wam1er) and they could survive. 

H.G. \Veils. ct Fi writer picked up on Lowell's writing and wrote about the War of the Worlds 
and made the leap that if they couldn't save their water they ":ould look ar_ound to find a place 
with enough water to spare. That was how and why the martians came to mvade earth. 

Present day situation is that space crafts have verified that there is frozen water at the poles. We 
knO\.v now that water could not have existed as a liquid -- either as a gas or in the form of ice. 

Pathfinder: surprises were in the composition of the rocks (still controversial) and especially that 
they \Vere not what others were expecting based on previous travel. Compositions were different 
than what people had assumed. Gives hope for all the information we still need to understand 
this planet. 

~ife may actu~l~y live in the su~surfa~~ rather than as a plant -- there is hope that microscopic 
!tfe could be h.vmg on Mars. It ts exc1tmg to think that conditions might be conducive for life __ 
they can look 111 places they didn't think of looking. 
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